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The following diagram compares the proposal against the status quo: 
 

 
 
This Rule Change Proposal will allow for a number of phases under which Market Participants 
will be exposed to commissioning; these are outlined in the table below: 
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Additionally, the IMO proposes that: 
 

o System Management be able to grant permission for new generators or facilities, 
who are carrying out Commissioning Tests, to synchronise; and 

 
o The information supplied to System Management under clause 3.21A.4 regarding 

Commissioning Test plans is to be supplied to the IMO for publication (as SWIS 
restricted information). This is to allow greater visibility of Commissioning Test 
programming.  

 
Overview of proposed rule changes 
 
In order to amend the treatment of Facilities when commissioning and introduce the concept of 
allowing for late commissioning into the Market Rules a number of rule amendments are 
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• The proposed amendment to clause 7.9.4 will allow System Management to grant 

permission to a new generator carrying out Commissioning Tests to synchronise. This is 
precluded under the current Market Rules as a new generator may not have either a 
Resource Plan or Dispatch instruction as required; and 

 
• The proposed amendment to clause 10.6.1 will require the IMO to publish, as SWIS 

Restricted Information, any related data it receives from System Management about 
approved Commissioning Tests under clause 3.21A.16. 
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3. CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS  
 
PLEASE NOTE: This section is now out of date. The IMO did not extend the first submission 
period. 
 
The IMO is seeking submissions regarding this proposal. The submission period is 30 business 
days from the publication date of this notice. Submissions must be delivered to the IMO by close 
of business on Tuesday 9 June 2009. 
 
The IMO prefers to receive submissions by email to marketadmin@imowa.com.au using the 
submission form available on the IMO website:  
http://www.imowa.com.au/10_5_1_MarketRulesChangeSummary.html 
 
 Submissions may also be sent to the IMO by fax or post, addressed to:  
 

 
Independent Market Operator  
Attn: Manager Market Administration and System Capacity 
PO Box 7096  
Cloisters Square, Perth, WA 6850  
 
Fax: (08) 9254 4399 
 

 
4. PROPOSED AMENDING RULES 
 
 
The IMO proposes the following amendments to the Market Rules (deleted words, added 
words): 
 
3.21A.3. System Management may only approve a Commissioning Test only
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3.21A.7. System Management must accept a request for a Commissioning Test unless: 

(a) inadequate information is provided in the request; or 

(b) the conduct of the test at the proposed time would pose a threat to Power 

System Security or Power System Reliability; or 

(c) clause 3.21A.7A applies. [Blank] 

(d) more than four months have elapsed since the relevant generating system  

was first connected to the SWIS for testing purposes, as specified in the 

information submitted  to System Management under clause 3.21A.4.(b). 

3.21A.7A. System Management may not accept a request for a Commissioning Test, for 

Facilities that are yet to commence operation, if the information provided in 

accordance with clause 3.21A.4(b) includes Trading Intervals after the 

commencement of the Trading Day commencing on the date specified in accordance 

with clause 4.10.1(c)(iii)(7), or as revised in accordance with clause 4.27.11A or 

clause 4.27.11D. [Blank] 

3.21A.16. System Management must provide the IMO the information related to approved 

Commissioning Tests as specified under clause 3.21A.4. 

4.12.6. Subject to clause 4.12.7, any initial Reserve Capacity Obligation Quantity set in 

accordance with clauses 4.12.4, 4.12.5, or 4.28B.4 is to be reduced once the Reserve 

Capacity Obligations take effect, as follows: 

(a) if the aggregate MW equivalent to the quantity of Capacity Credits (as 

modified from time to time under the Market Rules) for a Facility is less than 

the Certified Reserve Capacity for that Facility at any time (for example as a 

result of the application of clause 4.20.1, clause 4.25.4 or clause 4.25.6), then 

the IMO must reduce the Reserve Capacity Obligation Quantity to reflect the 

amount by which the aggregate Capacity Credits fall short of the Certified 

Reserve Capacity; 

(b) subject to clause 4.27.9, during Trading Intervals where there is a 

Consequential Outage or a Planned Outage for a Facility provided to the IMO 

by System Management in accordance with clause 7.3.4, the IMO must 

reduce the Reserve Capacity Obligation Quantity for that Facility, after taking 

into account any adjustments in accordance with paragraph (a), to reflect the 

amount of capacity unavailable due to that outage; 

(c) if the Facility Scheduled Generator, which for the purposes of clause 3.21A.3 

has undergone significant maintenance, is subject to a Commissioning Test 

during a Trading Interval then the Reserve Capacity Obligation Quantity for 

that Facility must be zero during that Trading Interval. 
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4.26.1A. The IMO must calculate the Forced Outage refund for each Facility (“Facility Forced 

Outage Refund”) as the lesser of: 

(a) the sum over all Trading Intervals t in Trading Month m of the product of:  

i the Off-Peak Trading Interval Rate or Peak Trading Interval Rate 

determined in accordance with the Refund Table applicable to 

Trading Interval t; and  

ii the Forced Outage Shortfall in Trading Interval t, 

where the Forced Outage Shortfall for a Facility is equal to: 

i. iii the Forced Outage in that Trading Interval measured in MW; or 

ii. iv  the number of Capacity Credits associated with an Intermittent Facility 

in which are deemed to not have been commissioned for the 

purposes of clause 4.26.1;  and or  

v the number of Capacity Credits associated with Facilities which are 

undergoing approved Commissioning Tests and for the purposes of 

clause 3.21A.3 are new generating systems; and   

(b) the total value of the Capacity Credit payments associated with the relevant 

Facility paid or to be paid under these Market Rules to the relevant Market 

Participant for the 12 Trading Months commencing at
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10.6.1. The IMO must set the class of confidentiali
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