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Key road crash facts for 2015 

 
Fatalities 

- There were 161 road crash fatalities in Western Australia. This is 21 more than in 2014. 
- The number of fatalities was 12% lower than the previous year. 

- More fatalit ies occurred in Regional WA (92) than in the Metropolitan region (69) .  

Demographic 

- The fatality rate per 100,000 population was 6.2 – compared to 5.1 for Australia as a whole. 
- Around 76% of fatalities were male. 
- The majority of fatalities were  for drivers (43%) , followed by passengers (32%) and 

motorcyclists (14%).  

Speed 

- 36% of fatalities were in a ‘speed related crashes’. This percentage is higher than for the 
previous year (30%). 
 

Alcohol 

- 25% of fatalities were in an ‘alcohol related crashes’. This was similar to the percentage for the 
previous year (26%). 
 

Fatigue 

- 11% of fatalities were in ‘ fatigue related crashes’. This is lower than the 2014 percentage (16%). 

Inattention  

- 8% of fatalities were in ‘ inattention related crashes’. This was similar to the percentage for the 
previous year (7%). 

Illegal drugs 

- 37% of fatalities had an illegal drug in their system.  

Seatbelts 

- Of motor vehicle occupants killed in a road crash, around a quarter (25%) were not wearing a 
seatbelt. In 2014 this percentage was higher (31%). 

Crash nature 

- The most common fatal crash types were hit object (30%) and non-collision crashes (18%). 

Regional 

- In regional WA, the Wheatbelt and South West regions had the highest number of fatalities 
(each had 23 fatalities).  
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Table 3  Fatality rates per 100,000 population  

  
Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

Fatality rate 7.4 8.4 7.6 7.5 6.4 7.1 6.2 -12.7 

Estimated 
population 1 

2,430,936 2,290,845 2,353,409 2,437,994 2,515,387 2,557,046 2,590,259 1.3 

 
1Source: Derived from Australian Bureau of Statistics, Regional Population Growth, Australia 2014-15. Cat. No. 3218.0. Estimates 
are final for 2010 and 2011, may be subject to revision for 2012-2014 and are preliminary for 2015. 
 
 
 
Table 4  Fatality rates per 10,000 registered vehicles 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

Fatality rate 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 -13.3 

Registered 
vehicles1 1,990,252 1,870,068 1,912,739 1,977,756 2,048,388 2,142,307 2,185,409 2.0 
 

 

1Source: Derived from Australian Bureau of Statistics, Motor Vehicle Census, Cat. No. 9309.0.  
 
 
 
 
Table 5  Fatality rates per 100 million kilometres travelled 

  
Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
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2.2. Comparison with other jurisdictions 
 

Table 6  Fatality rates per 100,000 population by year – Australian states and territories 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
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Table 8 
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2.4. Road crashes by demographics 
 
 
Summaries of the number of persons killed are provided by age group, gender and road user type. 
 
 
Table 10  Fatalities by road user group 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 
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Table 12  Fatalities by narrow age group 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

0 to 5 4 7 2 3 3 6 3 n.p. 

6 to 11 3 2 5 1 3 2 3 n.p. 

12 to 16 4 4 4 5 6 3 8 n.p. 

17 to 20 19 19 22 16 16 20 20 0.0 

21 to 24 19 25 22 17 12 18 12 -33.3 

25 to 29 20 23 16 23 18 18 25 38.9 

30 to 34 18 17 16 24 18 14 15 7.1 

35 to 39 12 15 11 15 9 11 6 n.p. 

40 to 44 15 18 15 15 12 16 13 -18.8 

45 to 49 12 9 9 15 12 14 8 n.p. 

50 to 54 9 13 7 13 5 8 10 n.p. 

55 to 59 8 11 9 7 7 6 5 n.p. 

60 to 64 8 6 8 6 8 13 11 -15.4 

65 to 69 6 7 4 5 9 5 4 n.p. 

70 to 74 8 5 10 5 10 10 5 n.p. 

75 to 79 3 4 4 4 4 1 6 n.p. 

80 to 84 6 4 9 5 3 7 1 n.p. 

85 plus 6 3 6 3 6 10 5 n.p. 

Unknown Age 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 n.p. 
Total 
fatalities  179 192 179 183 161 182 161 -11.5 
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Table 13  Fatalities by gender and age group  
 

 

*Includes an unknown age/gender. 

1 Source: Population data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 2 Age specific fatality rates per 100,000 population.       

 
Table 14  Fatalities by gender and broad age group 

 

Averag
e 2010-

2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

Male         

    0 to 6 3 4 3 3 4 2 2 n.p. 

    7 to 16 4 3 6 3 5 3 7 133.3 

    17 to 18 8 6 10 7 8 8 9 n.p. 

    19 to 24 20 26 21 15 17 20 14 -30.0 

    25 to 59 73 79 66 80 68 72 67 -6.9 

    60 to 84 19 13 22 13 26 23 19 -17.4 

    85 and over 3 1 2 3 3 6 4 n.p. 

    Unknown age 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 n.p. 

Total male  130 132 130 125 131 134 122 -9.0 

Female         
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3. Safe system  

 
3.1. Safe road use 

 
 
Speeding  
 
Speed is a contributing factor in the occurrence and severity of crashes by reducing an individual’s 
response time and increasing the amount of energy in a crash. It is not just driving faster than the 
posted speed limit. Speed can be a factor in the crash if the vehicle is being driven too fast for the 
prevailing weather, visibility, traffic and road conditions without f ull regard for the condition of the 
vehicle, driver skills and experience. 

‘Speed related crashes’ are those crashes where police recorded speed as a primary crash factor, either 
alone or in combination with other factors, and/or where police record speed as a contributing factor. 
Police may record speed as a contributing factor where at least one vehicle is travelling in excess of the 
speed limit or at an inappropriate speed for the prevailing conditions. 

 

Table 15  Fatalities in 'speed related crashes'   

 
Source: WA Police Road Crash Casualty Database. This information should be considered with the following caveat: (1) These 
statistics have been derived from WA Police data but the calculations have not been endorsed by WA Police. (2) The information 
was sourced from the WA Police via the WA Police Traffic Enforcement and Crash Executive Information System (3) The 
information is provisional and may be subject to revision. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

% change 
2014-
2015 

 avg. n n n n n n n % 
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Alcohol 
 
Previously this section has given statistics on the blood alcohol content in drivers and riders of motorcycles. 
This data is currently unavailable and as an alternative ‘alcohol related crashes’ has been used. 
 
‘Alcohol related crashes’ are where the attending police officer suspected alcohol as a primary cause 
either alone or in combination other factors, and/or where police suspected that at least one driver or 
rider in control of a vehicle had consumed alcohol.  
 
 
Table 16  Fatalities in 'alcohol related crashes'  

 
 Source: WA Police Road Crash Casualty Database. This information should be considered with the following caveat: (1) These 
statistics have been derived from WA Police data but the calculations have not been endorsed by WA Police. (2) The information 
was sourced from the WA Police via the WA Police Traffic Enforcement and Crash Executive Information System (3) The 
information is provisional and may be subject to revision. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fatigue  
 
‘Fatigue related crashes’ are where police suspected fatigue as a contributing factor and/or the primary 
crash factor. 
 
 
 
Table 17  Fatalities in 'fatigue related crashes'  

 
 Source: WA Police Road Crash Casualty Database. This information should be considered with the following caveat: (1) These 
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Table 21  
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Table 23  Motor vehicle occupant fatalities that did not wear a seatbelt by gender and age group 

 
 
 
 

Table 24  Motor vehicle occupant fatalities that did not wear a seatbelt by road user group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Average 
2010
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Helmets 
 
This section shows statistics for the use of helmets by motorcyclists and bicyclists killed in crashes 
reported to police.  
 
 
Table 25  Motorcyclist fatalities by helmet usage 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

Worn 28 32 25 27 22 35 19 -45.7 

Not worn 3 3 1 4 4 3 1 n.p. 

Unknown 2 0 0 1 1 6 2 n.p. 

Total

 

  
5 55 >>BDC 
q
72 573.722636.d 
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3.2. Safe roads and roadsides  
 
 
Road factors 
 
Information on various road factors and environmental conditions are provided in this section. Levels of 
exposure to different road and environmental conditions will vary and this should be considered when 
interpreting these figures. 
 

 

Table 27  Fatal crashes by road factors  

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

Road classification         
    Highway/Main                          75 77 83 73 64 80 74 -7.5 Ln
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Crash nature 
 
The crash nature describes the type of crash in terms of the initial collision, regardless of subsequent 
collisions with other vehicles and/or road users. For example, if the front of one vehicle squarely strikes the 
side of another vehicle and pushes it off the road where it hits a pedestrian, the crash nature would be 
considered a “Right Angle” crash. Or, if a vehicle hits a pedestrian who is crossing the road and the first 
vehicle is then hit from behind by a second vehicle, the crash would be classified as a “Hit Pedestrian” crash. 
The categories of crash nature included in this report have been aggregated based on the most commonly 
occurring categories. 
 

Table 28  Fatal crashes by crash nature 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 
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Table 32  Percentage of vehicles exceeding the speed limit by speed zone - Regional 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

60 km/h 35.6 38.2 32 38.1 34.9 34.9 36 3.0 

70 km/h 26.4 21.3 24.1 31.8 29.4 25.6 29.2 4.5 

80 km/h 22.9 23.5 23.6 22 22.2 23.4 36.8 6.7 

90 km/h 31.6 33.7 40.1 27.4 28.7 28 35.1 4.5 

100 km/h 34.5 43.3 38 17.1 42 32.3 38.1 3.7 

110 km/h 31.6 30.3 28 33.7 28.7 37.2 35.9 2.6 

All speed limits 29.8 28.9 29.6 31.2 29.2 30.1
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4. Other factors 

 
4.1. Temporal factors 

 
This section provides crash and injury numbers by crash month and day of week for the whole state. 
 
 
Table 34  Fatalities by month 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

January 11 11 10 9 20 7 10 42.9 

February 14 5 20 18 13 15 14 -6.7 

March 14 17 11 16 8 19 21 10.5 

April 14 17 19 11 6 15 14 -6.7 

May 17 21 13 17 25 9 8 n.p. 

June 15 13 17 17 12 17 12 -29.4 

July 13 14 5 16 13 17 5 n.p. 

August 14 17 17 12 11 13 21 61.5 

September 15 16 17 13 13 16 15 -6.3 

October 16 12 17 19 12 22 12 -45.5 

November 18 25 18 19 13 16 12 -25.0 

December 17 24 15 16 15 16 17 6.3 

Total fatalities  179 192 179 183 161 182 161 -11.5 
 
 
 

Table 35  Fatalities by day of the week 

 

 

 

  

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

Monday 19 24 18 18 16 20 36 80.0 

Tuesday 23 24 24 24 18 24 16 -33.3 

Wednesday 20 18 17 24 26 13 16 23.1 

Thursday 26 28 26 20 20 36 17 -52.8 

Friday 27 24 34 33 20 23 21 -8.7 

Saturday 35 40 32 45 29 28 30 
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Table 38  Fatalities by region by road user type -  2015 

 
 
 
  

  Road user type 

  Driver 
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Table 39  Fatalities by region, gender and age group – 2015 

   

  Age group (years) 

  0 to 6 7 to 16 17 to 18 19 to 24 25 to 59 60 to 84 
85 and 

over 
Total 

fatalities*  
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Table 40  Motor vehicle occupant fatalities that did not wear a seatbelt 

 

 

Table 41  Fatalities in ‘speed related crashes' by region  

  
Source: WA Police Road Crash Casualty Database. This information should be considered with the following caveat: (1) These 
statistics have been derived from WA Police data but the calculations have not been endorsed by WA Police. (2) The information 
was sourced from the WA Police via the WA Police Traffic Enforcement and Crash Executive Information System (3) The 
information is provisional and may be subject to revision. 
 

  

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

Total Metropolitan  6.4 6 6 9 2 9 7 n.p. 

Total Regional 23.8 27 26 18 22 26 23 -11.5 

   Goldfields-Esperance 2.2 3 1 3 1 3 1 n.p. 

   Great Southern 0.8 0 1 0 1 2 1 n.p. 

   Kimberley 3.8 4 7 2 4 2 5 n.p. 

   Mid West-Gascoyne 4 4 3 4 6 3 8 n.p. 

   Pilbara 3.4 6 2 3 1 5 2 n.p. 

   South West 4.4 4 7 3 3 5 4 n.p. 

   Wheatbelt 5.2 6 5 3 6 6 2 n.p. 

Total motor vehicle 
occupant fatalities  30.2 33 32 27 24 35 30 -14.3 

 

Average 
2010-
2014 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Change 
2014-
2015 

  avg. n n n n n n n % 

Total Metropolitan  23.0 16 27 24 23 25 27 8.0 

Total Regional 28.6 38 30 28 18 29 31 6.9 

   Goldfields-Esperance 2.4 2 2 5 0 3 2 n.p. 

   Great Southern 2.4 1 2 4 0 5 2 n.p. 

   Kimberley 2.6 3 3 3 3 1 4 n.p. 

   Mid West-Gascoyne 3.0 2 3 5 4 1 5 n.p. 

   Pilbara 1.6 4 1 0 1 2 3 n.p. 

   South West 9.2 18 7 4 6 11 6 n.p. 

   Wheatbelt 7.4 8 12 7 4 6 9 n.p. 

Total fatalities  51.6 54 57 52 41 54 58 7.4 
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Table 42  Fatalities in 'alcohol related crashes' by region  

 
Source: WA Police Road Crash Casualty Database. 
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Map 1  Fatality rates per 100,000 population by region 
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Map 2   ‘Speed related fatality’ rates per 100,000 population by region 
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Map 4  Unrestrained motor vehicle occupant fatality rates per 100,000 population by region 
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Appendix A – 
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Appendix A (ii) – Western Australia demographics, 1961 to 2015 
 

Year Vehicles 1 Population 2 Travel 3 MDLs 4 

1961   755,213     

1962 
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Appendix B -  Road safety related legislation and other initiatives  

 
 
The following is a brief listing of road safety-related legislation and other initiatives, which could have 
contributed to reductions in road crashes and injury in WA.  
 
1919 First Road Traffic Act introduced.  
 
1953 First Traffic Control signals introduced (West Perth Subway).  
 
1954 Stop sign regulation introduced.  
 
1960 (circa) Amphometer Speed Detection Device introduced (Air pressure tapes).  
 
1964 Probationary Licence Scheme introduced.  
 
1968 First Breath Analysis Apparatus used.  
 
1968 Preliminary Breath Testing introduced. (Aico Test - a tube with crystals that changed colour)  
 
1968 Blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limits of:  

- 0.08gm%; and  

-  0.15gm% (driving under the influence -  DUI).  
 
1969 On- the-spot traffic infringement notices (TIN) introduced.  
 
1969 Seat belts required to be fitted to motor car front seats.  
 
1970 Legal drinking age changed from 21 years to 18 years.  
 
1971 Seat belts required to be fitted to motor cars for all seats and wearing of seat belts made 
compulsory.  
 
1971 Head Supports required to be fitted for all cars manufactured on or after 1 January 1972.  
 
1974 Road Traffic Act 1974 and its regulations enacted bringing all traffic enforcement under police 
control. (Previously most rural and several Metropolitan Local Councils controlled traffic enforcement 
in their areas)  
 
1974 Compulsory Wearing of Safety Helmets. Motorcycle riders required to wear an approved protective 
helmet. Pillion passengers of six years of age and older also required to wear an approved helmet.  
 
1974 Motoring went Metric (Mph to Km/h)  
 
1975 Demerit points 
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1995 Suspension of motor driver's licence for non- payment of fines introduced.  
 
1995 Young Offenders Act introduced.  
 
1996 Restricted use of right lane regulation introduced regardless of speed limit -  all vehicles to keep 
left unless overtaking, intending to turn right, or providing good reason for being in the right hand lane. 
(Note – changed to apply to 90km/h roads and higher in 2000). 
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2002 Road Safety Council Act 2002 passed. Under the Act the functions of the Road Safety Council 
and administration of the Road Trauma Trust Fund were transferred from the Road Traffic Act 1974.  
 
2002 Road Traffic (Vehicle Standards) Rules and Regulations 2002 introduced.  
 
2004 Road Traffic Amendment (Impounding and Confiscation of Vehicles) Act 2004. This 
amendment allows police to impound vehicles and suspend driver’s licences for reckless and dangerous 
driving.  
 
2004 Automatic Number Plate Recognition devices introduced.  
 
2004 Double demerit points for nominated offences  (Drink Driving 0.05%<0.08%, Speeding, Not 
wearing a Seat Belt and Occupying Open Load Spaces) gazetted into legislation for nominated dates.  
 
2004 Road Traffic Act amended to introduce hoon legislation, including inter alia, 48 hour 
impounding (December).  
 
2004 Redefinition of "driving"  by the High Court to exclude claims for personal injury arising from 
vehicles not in motion.  
 
2005 Changes for converting overseas licences commenced 1 January. Testing of licence holders 
from non- recognised countries for all classes of licence. Licence holders from recognised countries 
tested for classes other than car and motorcycle.  
 
2006 Final phase of the Open Load Space regulations came into effect prohibiting the carriage of 
passengers in the load space of utilities, panel vans and trucks (1 January).  
 
2006 Owner-onus regulations came into effect requiring responsible persons (vehicle owners) to 
identify who was driving their vehicle at a particular time and introducing an offence for failing to take 
reasonable measures to ensure that if a request for the identity of a driver is made in relation to the 
vehicle, the responsible person will be able to comply (1 January).  
 
2006 New regulations for push- type motorised scooters introduced. Electric motors with 200W or 
less power permitted and only to be used where wheeled recreational devices permitted (29 
December).  
 
2007 Penalties increased for speeding, seat belts and penalties for other offences amended 
(January) based on review by Road Safety Council. Fines for seat belt non-wearing increased further in 
April 2007.  
 
2007 Indemnity  for persons reporting unsafe or dangerous drivers (6 July).  
 
2007 New drug driving laws introduced (12 October).  
 
2008 Zero BAC for novice drivers introduced (previously 0.02% BAC).  
 
2008 Night time driving restrictions for novices in their first 6 months on a probationary licence 
(p1)  introduced (1 July).  
 
2008 Fines increased for some speeding and seat belt offences (1 March)– light vehicles: 20km/h to 
29km/h increased from 5PU ($250) to 6PU ($300), 30km/h-39km/h increased from 7PU ($350) to 14 
PU ($700). Heavy vehicles 20km/h – 29km/h increased from 7PU to 8PU, 30km/h – 39km/h increased 
from 10PU to 17PU. Driver responsibility extended from passengers under 16 to all passengers 
(irrespective of age) with fines increasing depending on numbers of unrestrained passengers and 
whether driver restrained or not. If driver restrained but passengers not: 1 passenger=10PU, 2=12PU, 
3=14PU, 4 or more 16PU. Penalties greater if driver also not wearing a seat belt.  
2008 Driving in contravention of a driver's licence class condition constitute unlicensed driving (30 
June).  
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2008 Licences with photographs and signatures valid for 10 years (30 June).  
 
2008 Learners permit validity extended from 1 to 3 years (30 June).  
 
2008 Compulsory surrender of all driver's licence documents (i.e. driver's licence cards) at 
commencement of a licence disqualification or cancellation. (30 June).  
 
2008 Disqualification of a WA driver's licence in another Australian jurisdiction recognised in WA 
(30 June).  
 
2008 Overseas visitor licence 12 month recognition replaced by allowance to drive while visitor (30 
June).  
 
2008 New demerit point disqualification period  based on the number of demerit points accrued 
introduced with good behaviour option and double disqualification if re -of fence in probationary 
period. No extraordinary licences able to be obtained in period (June 2008).  
 
2008 Penalties increased for ‘hoon’ behaviour including roadside impounding for 1 week for first 
offence (July).  
 
2009 Definition of unauthorised driving 
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2011 Zero Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) applicable to a prescribed class of drivers introduced. 
(1 October).  
 
2011 LTI TruCam hand held speed cameras introduced into the speed camera fleet (August).  
 
2011 First fixed site speed camera installed on Mitchell Freeway (December).  
 
2012 Mandatory supervised learner driving hours increased from 25 hours over six months after the 
Practical Driving Assessment to 50 hours in total, with 25 hours now required before the Practical test 
(November).  
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Fatality:  A person who was killed immediately or died within 30 days of the day of a road crash as a 

result of the crash. 

 

Fatigue related crash: Where police suspected fatigue as a contributing factor and/or the primary crash factor. 

Helmet:  A protective device worn on the head to prevent injuries in the event of a crash.  Motorcyclists 

and bicyclists are required by legislation to wear a helmet that meets Australian standards. 

 
High priority crash type: crash types identified as having the highest priority for the Towards Zero , State 
Government’s Road Safety Strategy for 2008 to 2020. Identified as such because of their estimated 
contribution to road crash injury, either because of their frequency or because the associated risks were high.  

Hospital Admissions:  
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Medical Attention Crash:  A road crash in which the most serious injury resulted in a person requiring 

medical treatment, but without being  admitted to hospital.   

Metropolitan:  The area equivalent to the Perth Statistical Division as defined by the Australian Bureau 

of Statistics.   

Minor Injuries:   Injuries from a road crash in which the person was not admitted to hospital.  Includes 

injuries such as sprains and bruises, which may not require medical treatment. 

Motorcycle: A motor vehicle with two or three wheels.  Includes motor vehicles that have a sidecar 

attached, motor scooters, mopeds, trail bikes and mini-bikes. 

Motorcycle Pillion:   A pillion or sidecar passenger of a motorcycle. 

Motorcycle Rider:  A person riding a motorcycle, motor scooter, moped, trail bike or mini-bike.  Excludes 

pillion and sidecar passengers – see Motorcycle Pillion. 

Motorcyclists:  A motorcycle rider or motorcycle pillion. 

Motor Vehicle Occupant:  An occupant of a motorised vehicle, excluding motorcycles, tractors and 

trailer type vehicles (caravans, campers etc.).  Excludes occupants and riders of non-motorised transport, 

such as bicycles, animal drawn vehicles and ridden animals. 

Multi -Vehicle Crash:  A crash involving two or more moving vehicles. 

n:  Number. 

N.a.: not applicable. 

N.p.: not publishable. 

N/R: Not reported.  Where a count is less than ten, percentage changes are not reported. 

Off -Road:  Locations that are not classified as roads.  Includes car parks, cycle paths, beaches, parking 

areas, petrol stations, driveways and recreational areas. 

‘Other’ Road User:  Persons riding an animal or persons in an animal drawn vehicle. 

Out of Scope Crashes:  
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Wheeled Recreational Device:  


