Guidelines on Smoking — Information Sheet

Reasons for guidelines

Foster, family and significant other carers (carers) are responsible for providing a safe environment
for children in their care. The overriding priority for children in the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
the Department of Communities (the Department’s) care must be the best interests of the child.

Carers and staff need to be aware of the increasing evidence of the serious effects of second-hand
smoke (also known as passive smoking), especially on babies and young children.

These guidelines on smoking are consistent with government workplace policy and the Western
Australian Tobacco Products Control legislation.
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Facts
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Smoking laws
The negative impact of smoking on health and wellbeing has resulted in changes in the law across
all states and territories in Australia.

Under the Western Australian Tobacco Products Control Act 2006, smoking is banned in all
enclosed public places to protect people, particularly children, from exposure to second-hand
smoke.

The law includes:

No smoking in cars carrying children less than 17 years of age.
No smoking in all outdoor eating areas (i.e. restaurants, hotels, cafes and food outlets).
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