Child Witness Service

Frequently asked questions

7KH SROLFH KDYH WROG \RX DERXW P\ FKLOG :KDW KDSSHQV QH
A child



serious crimes for which a person may be tried by a judge and jury. Should the accused be convicted
of an indictable offence, the sentencing options available to these courts are harsher than those
offences dealt with in the Magistrate’s Court.

The Supreme Court also hears any appeals for convictions and sentences.

How longwilcRXUW WDNH" vy
Each case is very different, however the court process is generally lengthy. Your CWW will discuss
this further with you.

KR HOVH PLJKW P\ FKLOG WDON WR GXULQJ WKH FRXUW SURFHV
In addition to your CWW, your child may have contact with the judge or magistrate, prosecutor,
defence counsel, court appointed officer, usher and police.

+RZ FDQ , EH VXUH P\ FKLOG ZLOO EH VDIH" vy
The Child Witness Service aims to offer a safe and secure environment for your child. Please discuss
any concerns you have with regards to your child’s safety with your CWW.

KHQ D FKLOG JLYHVY HYLGHQFH ZKR ZLOO DVN WKH TXHVWLRQV"
Generally your child will be asked questions by the judge or magistrate, prosecutor and defence

counsel. Your CWW will be able to provide more specific information with regard to who will question

your child.

:KDW LV D YLFWLP LPSDFW VWDWHPHQW" vy
A victim impact statement (VIS) is a document that allows your child to tell the judge or magistrate
about any impact that the offence(s) have had on their life. The VIS can only be used if the matter
proceeds to sentencing. Your CWW will be able to provide you with further information about a VIS,
as well as advising you when it is time to complete one.

+RZ GR , ILQG RXW ZKDW LV KDSSHQLQJ LQ FRXUW" y
Your child’s witness worker will contact you each time the accused person appears in court and will
advise you of the next court appearance date.

The CWW will contact you well before the date your child is required to give evidence to arrange court
preparation sessions.

'RHV P\ FKLOG QHHG WR JR WR HYHU\ FRXUW DSSHDUDQFH" vy
No. It is not necessary for you or your child to attend all court appearances, as your CWW can tell you

what happened. If you or your child want to go to court, contact your CWW to talk about whether this

is appropriate and the court support that is available.



