
Child Witness Service     
Frequently asked questions 
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A child 



serious crimes for which a person may be tried by a judge and jury. Should the accused be convicted 
of an indictable offence, the sentencing options available to these courts are harsher than those 
offences dealt with in the Magistrate’s Court. 
The Supreme Court also hears any appeals for convictions and sentences. 
 
How long will c�R�X�U�W���W�D�N�H�"���y 
Each case is very different, however the court process is generally lengthy. Your CWW will discuss 
this further with you. 
 
�:�K�R���H�O�V�H���P�L�J�K�W���P�\���F�K�L�O�G���W�D�O�N���W�R���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�"���y 
In addition to your CWW, your child may have contact with the judge or magistrate, prosecutor, 
defence counsel, court appointed officer, usher and police. 
 
�+�R�Z���F�D�Q���,���E�H���V�X�U�H���P�\���F�K�L�O�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�D�I�H�"���y 
The Child Witness Service aims to offer a safe and secure environment for your child. Please discuss 
any concerns you have with regards to your child’s safety with your CWW. 
 
�:�K�H�Q���D���F�K�L�O�G���J�L�Y�H�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����Z�K�R���Z�L�O�O���D�V�N���W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�"���y 
Generally your child will be asked questions by the judge or magistrate, prosecutor and defence 
counsel. Your CWW will be able to provide more specific information with regard to who will question 
your child. 
 
�:�K�D�W���L�V���D���Y�L�F�W�L�P���L�P�S�D�F�W���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�"���y 
A victim impact statement (VIS) is a document that allows your child to tell the judge or magistrate 
about any impact that the offence(s) have had on their life. The VIS can only be used if the matter 
proceeds to sentencing. Your CWW will be able to provide you with further information about a VIS, 
as well as advising you when it is time to complete one. 
 
�+�R�Z���G�R���,���I�L�Q�G���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���L�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���F�R�X�U�W�"���y 
Your child’s witness worker will contact you each time the accused person appears in court and will 
advise you of the next court appearance date. 
The CWW will contact you well before the date your child is required to give evidence to arrange court 
preparation sessions. 
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No. It is not necessary for you or your child to attend all court appearances, as your CWW can tell you 
what happened. If you or your child want to go to court, contact your CWW to talk about whether this 
is appropriate and the court support that is available. 


