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De facto Partners 

Introduction 

1. This ruling outlines the factors the Commissioner of State Revenue (Commissioner) will 
consider when determining if an applicant has a de facto partner for the purposes of the 
first home owner grant (grant). 

2. Under the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 (FHOG Act), the term de facto partner is 
taken to mean the person with whom the applicant is living in a marriage-
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eligible transaction.8  The weight to be given to each factor will vary depending on the 
circumstances, with the object of identifying the presence or absence of the essential 
character of a de facto relationship being a ‘marriage-like relationship’.  The following list 
of factors includes the type of information that may need to be obtained. 

(a) Length of the relationship 

Where there has been a break in the continuity of the relationship, consideration will 
be given to the length of the break and the extent of the breakdown, and the periods 
of cohabitation may be looked at in their entirety to determine if the de facto 
relationship was in existence for two years or more. 

(b) Financial arrangements 

The degree of financial dependence or interdependence, and any arrangements for 
financial support, between the relevant persons, particularly whether they: 

(i) are in paid employment or receiving any income from any other source 

(ii) have any joint bank or credit union accounts, credit cards or loans 

(iii) 
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8. Information may be obtained by interviewing the relevant persons and any other persons, 
or by collecting information from financial institutions, the applicant’s employer, friends 
and family, or other organisations that may hold the relevant information or have formed a 
view as to the applicant’s relationship status.  
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