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Industry Regulation fact sheet 

Beverage manufacturing 
T his fact sheet provides guidance on the Departm ent of W ater and Environm ent al 
Reg ulat ion’s (DWER
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Alcoholic bever ag e manuf act ur ing includes winer ies, brewer ies and dist iller ies that 
manuf act ur e alcoholic bever ag es, including but not lim it ed to wine, beer, cider and spir it s.  

Some bever ag e manuf act ur er s may produce both alcoholic and non- alcoholic bever ag es 
and may req uir e licensing in bot h Categ or y 24 and Categ or y 25.  
R e -pack ag ing bever ag es is  not consider ed to be bever ag e manuf act ur e  under Categ or y 24 
or 25.  

To be consider ed a prescr ibed prem ises under Categ or y 24 or 25 , the  prem ises  must meet 
the specif ied product ion or desig n capacit y and have a discharg e of liq uid wast e ont o land or 
int o wat er s.  

DW ER does  not consider the following to be a discharg e of liq uid wast e ont o land or int o 
wat er s  f or the pur poses of being consider ed a Categ or y 24 or Categ or y 25 prescr ibed 
prem ises : 

�x dischar ge to a privat e sewer  (including W ater Corpor at ion sewer s) ; or  
�x di schar ge to cont ainm ent inf r astr uct ur e  f or passive evapor at ion or stor ag e prior to off sit e  

transpor t or disposal.  

Operat or s that have their liq uid wast e rem oved offsit e  must ensur e that rem oval is  car r ied 
out by a licensed contr olled wast e carr ier.   

Production/design capacity 

T he product ion or desig n capacit y f or Categ or y 24: Non- alcoholic bever ag e manuf act ur ing 
tak es int o consider at ion the capacit y of the processing vessels used in the manuf act ur ing 
process. It is the maxim um capacit y that the proces sing vessels can produce over a 12 -
mont h per iod.  

The product ion or desig n capacit y f or Categ or y 25: Alcoholic bever ag e manuf act ur ing takes 
int o consider at ion the capacit y of the ferm ent at ion vessels used in the manuf act ur ing 
process and the dur at ion of eac h ferm ent at ion cycle. It is the maxim um capacit y that the 
ferm ent at ion vessels can produce over a 12- month per iod.  

Product ion or desig n capacit y f or eit her cat eg or y is not det er m ined by the quant it ies  of  raw 
mat er ials available or actuall y used (for exam ple, tonnes of fruit pressed or volum e of fruit 
juice or other ingr edient s).  

Environmental risk 

Beverag e manuf act ur ing invol ves a risk of causing pollu t ion or envir onm ent al harm unless  
prescr ibed prem ises are  appr opr iat ely reg ulat ed and manag ed. The EP Act set s out a rang e 
of off ences that specif icall y relat e  to occupier s of prescr ibed prem ises , in addit ion to gener al 
off ences relat ing to pollution and envir onm ent al har m. For furt her inf orm at ion on these 
off ences , ref er to DWER’s Industry Regulation Guide to Licensing and the EP Act.  

Emissions and discharg es from manuf act ur ing alcoholic and non- alcoholic bever ag es can 
include:  

�x solid and liq uid wast es (for exam ple mar c, lees, washdown wat er);  
�x potent ially cont am inat ed storm wat er;  
�x odour; and  
�x noise.  
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Assessment 

DWER applie s a risk -based appr oach to its reg ulat or y f unct ions under the EP Act. DWER’s 
publicat ions, Guidance stat em ent: Decision- mak ing  and Guidance stat ement: Risk 
assessm ent s , det ail the appr oach tak en by DWER in assessing applicat ions f or work s 
appr ovals and licences  under Part V of the EP Act.  

In assessing applicat ions f or work s appr ovals and licences, DWER will ass ess emissions 
and discharg es from the prim ar y manuf act ur ing act ivit y, including any dir ect ly relat ed 
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More Information 

For furt her inf orm at ion, please cont act D W ER Reg ulat or y Ser vices (Environm ent) on 6 364 
7000. 

This d ocum ent is availab le in alt er nat ive f orm at s and lang uag es on req uest.  

Addit ional publicat ions about Industr y Reg ulat ion are available online at  
www.der.wa.gov.au/our -wor k/licences -and -wor k s -appr ovals/publicat ions  or can be 
req uest ed by phone on the above num ber.  

Legislation 

T his docum ent is provided f or guidance only. It should not be relied upon to addr ess ever y 
aspect of the relevant leg islat ion. Please ref er to the Stat e Law Publisher (SLP) for copies of 
the relevant leg islat ion, avai lable elect r onically f rom the SLP websit e at www.slp.wa.gov.au . 

Disclaimer 

T his doc um ent has bee n publ is hed b y th e Depar tm ent of W ater and Envir onm ental R egu lat ion. Any 
repr es enta tio n, stat em ent, opi nio n or ad vic e ex pr es s ed or im plie d in th is pu bl ic at i on is m ade in good 
f aith an d on th e bas is that t he Depar tm ent of W ater and Envir onm ental Reg ula tio n an d its em plo ye es 
are not l
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