
Wilson Inlet is a shallow lagoon on the south coast of Western Australia, near Denmark. The estuary closes 
seasonally because of a sandbar which isolates it from the ocean, often for several months of the year. The 
sandbar is artificially opened in winter most years to mitigate flooding. It was opened in June 2021 and remained 
open until January 2023, which is the first time on record that the channel remained open for an entire year.1 
Seagrass condition can be affected by the opening and closing of the bar as well as seasonal changes and 
environmental conditions. 

Ruppia megacarpa is the only species of seagrass found in Wilson Inlet. Seagrass meadows provide food and 
habitat for animals and produce oxygen, making them an important part of estuary ecosystems. It is important the 
estuary continues to maintain seagrass meadows; however, an overabundance of seagrass has been problematic 
in the past. 

Seagrass over time
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https://estuaries.dwer.wa.gov.au/strategies/science-for-management/seagrass/
http://estuaries.dwer.wa.gov.au/estuary/wilson-inlet/estuary/the-bar
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