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How to Calculate Superannuation Contributions for 
Public Sector Employees 

Guidelines for public sector employers – September 2022 

It is the responsibility of each agency as an employing authority to ensure that the correct 

superannuation contributions are paid for its employees.  

Statutory basis for making Superannuation Contributions 

Section 4 of the State Superannuation Act 2000 requires employers to make superannuation 

contributions (SG contributions) for their employees to ensure that a superannuation guarantee 

shortfall is avoided. 
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Exempt employers 

Those employers listed in Regulation 12E are exempt from the provisions of the State 

Superannuation Act. They are only required to use OTE as the base for SG contributions for their 

employees unless the employee is a member of a GESB defined benefit scheme. 

Gold State Super and Pension Scheme Members 

If your employee is a member of Gold State Super or the Pension Scheme, OTE concepts do not 

apply. Generally, superannuation contributions for Gold State Super members should be calculated 

on employee payments except where these are specifically excluded under Regulation 17A. 

Superannuation contributions for Pension Scheme members are based on the requirements set out 

in section 6(1) of the Superannuation and Family Benefits Act 
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