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• the Deemed Provisions contained in the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Amendment 
Regulations 2015 that form part of every local 
planning scheme;

• where relevant, any suppd0nd 



State Planning Policy 3.7
Bushfire
September 2024



State Planning Policy 3.7
Bushfire
September 2024

3

7 POLICY MEASURES

7.1 
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c) detail how the design addresses bush�re 
risk and where additional bush�re risk 
management measures have been deemed 
necessary and included to minimise the risk;  

d) detail if there are any community net-bene�ts, 
such as improvements to the public road 
network;  

e) include any �re engineering solutions or 
written evidence such as publications and 
State Administrative Tribunal decisions to 
support the proposal (where available); 
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DEFINITIONS

Bush�re Attack Level (BAL): a means of 
measuring the severity of a building’s potential exposure 
to ember attack, radiant heat and direct �ame contact, 
using increments of radiant heat expressed in kilowatts 
per metre squared, and the basis for establishing the 
requirements for construction to improve protection of 
building elements from attack by bush�re.  This is set out 
in the Australian Standard 3959: Construction of buildings in 
bush�re-prone areas, as referenced in the Building Code of 
Australia (as amended).

BAL assessment: an assessment prepared in 
accordance with AS 3959 or Planning for Bush�re 
Guidelines, to determine a bush�re attack level (BAL).  

BAL Contour Map:  a BAL Contour Map is a scale 
map of the subject lot(s) illustrating the potential radiant 
heat impacts and associated indicative BAL ratings in 
reference to classi�ed vegetation.  The BAL Contour Map 
is to be prepared in accordance with the Planning for 
Bush�re Guidelines. 

Broader Landscape Assessment (BLA):   
the BLA examines the area external to the planning 
proposal, extending for a distance of approximately 
two kilometres.  It provides a means of quantifying the 
characteristics and the potential impacts of bush�re in 
the broader landscape, when considering the suitability 
of a location for the intensi�cation of land use or 
development.

Bush�re: a generic term that may include �re involving 
grass�re, scrub  �res or forest �re.

Bush�re hazard issues: issues identi�ed 
during the examination of the results of the bush�re 
assessment, environmental considerations and broader 
landscape (where necessary), for a planning proposal. 
Identi�ed issues are to be addressed through the 
bush�re protection measures and/or may need special 
consideration.

Bush�re Hazard Level (BHL) assessment:   
a pre- or post-development assessment that provides 
a measure of the likely intensity of a bush�re and the 
likely level of bush�re attack on a site determined by 
categorising and mapping land as having a low, moderate 
or extreme BHL in accordance with the methodology set 
out in the Guidelines. 

Bush�re emergency plan (BEP): a documented 
scheme of assigned responsibilities, actions and 
procedures, required in the event of a bush�re 
emergency. It consists of the preparedness, prevention 
and response activities. 

Bush�re management plan (BMP): A document 
that sets out short, medium and long-term risk 
management strategies for the life of the development. 

Bush�re prone area:  an area that has been 
designated by the FES Commissioner under s. 18P of 
the Fire and Emergency Services Act 1998 as an area that is 
subject, or likely to be subject, to bush�res.

Bush�re protection criteria: an outcomes-based 
system of assessing bush�re risk management measures 
contained in the Guidelines.

Bush�re risk: the chance of a bush�re igniting, 
spreading and causing damage to people, property and 
infrastructure. 

Bush�re risk management measures: means 
the application of the bush�re protection criteria 
contained in the Planning for Bush�re Guidelines (2024). 

Development site: means that part of a lot on 
which a building(s) that is the subject of development 
stands or is to be constructed, as de�ned in the Planning 
and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 
2015, section 78A.

Habitable Building: means a permanent or 
temporary structure on land that –  

a. Is fully or partially enclosed; and  

b. Has at least one wall of solid material and a roof of 
solid material; and  

c. Is used for a purpose that involves the use of the 
interior of the structure by people for living, working, 
studying or being entertained, as de�ned in the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 
Regulations 2015.  

O�-site shelter: another location, some distance 
away from the site that is able to accommodate all the 
people being evacuated.  The place is not under threat 
from a bush�re. 

On-site shelter: an on-site location where people 
facing an immediate threat to their personal safety or 
property can gather and seek shelter from the threat of 
a bush�re. 
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• involves visitors who are unfamiliar with the 
surroundings.

Examples are provided within the Guidelines.

Strategic planning proposal: any strategic-level 
planning document or proposal including regional 
and sub-regional frameworks, region schemes and 
amendments, sub-regional strategies, structure plans, 
local planning strategies and local planning scheme 
reviews, scheme amendments, but does not include 
structure plans where the lot layout and/or the internal 
road layout is known.

Subject site: the entirety of the lot(s), subject to and 
a�ected by the planning proposal. 

Suitable destination: an area that is not designated 
as bush�re prone on the Map of Bush Fire Prone Areas or 
is greater than 100 metres from classi�ed vegetation, or 
50 metres from Class G Grassland, as per AS 3959 and 
can provide protection during and after a bush�re event. 
A suitable destination is located within an urban area, 
townsite or similar.  This also includes any evacuation 
centre, dedicated by the local government, for use during 
a bush�re event.

Unacceptable bush�re risk: a level of risk that is 
so high that bush�re risk management measures are not 
considered appropriate and only avoidance enables the 
elimination of the risk. 

Vulnerable land use: a land use which: 

• is designed to accommodate people who are less 
physically or mentally able and likely to present 
evacuation challenges; and/or 

• due to the building design or use, or the number of 
people accommodated, likely to present evacuation 
challenges; and/or
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